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<Abstract>
Book Review - Migration Bible
(Haarlem/Antwerpen: Nederlands-Vlaams Bijbelgenootschap, 2023)

Sun Bok Bae
(Seoul Theological University)

This is a review of the Migration Bible, which comprises seventeen “Long
Reads,” sixteen “Modern Migrant Stories,” and thirty “Reading Plans.” Despite
being termed “Long Reads,” all are just two pages long, making them accessible
and not overwhelming. The Long Reads delve into biblical migration stories,
correlating them with contemporary migrant situations and providing in-depth
explanations. Modern Migrant Stories share real-life accounts of migrants who
have overcome challenges with the support of faith and church communities.
The Reading Plans group Bible passages by themes, including but not limited to
migration-related topics, offering brief introductions and reflective questions for
each theme.

The influx of large numbers of migrants is considered a societal issue today.
A few years ago, Republic of Korea experienced social controversy over the
acceptance of Syrian refugees. In the Western world, such as North America and
Europe, conflicts arising from migrants and refugees have become far more
significant social issues than in Asia. In this context, the Nederlands-VIaams
Bijbelgenootschap (Netherlands-Flanders Bible Society), in collaboration with
the United Bible Societies, has published the Migration Bible. This represents a
crucial step towards providing a biblical perspective on modern social issues.
One of the key advantages is that it provides non-immigrants with a chance to
reconsider their views on migration and migrants. The real-life stories of modern
migrants, including foreign workers, refugees, and undocumented immigrants,
offer valuable insights into the diverse circumstances they face. These
narratives, depicting the challenges, separations, injustices, struggles,
reconciliations, and successes of migrants, highlight that the reasons for leaving
one’s homeland extend beyond immediate threats like war. Social and economic
hardships, particularly those exacerbated by climate change, can also force

people to leave their homes, sometimes at the cost of their legal status, to seek
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safety elsewhere. It underscores that deciding to leave one’s country is a difficult
choice for anyone.

However, while the essays offer simple and concise biblical interpretations,
making biblical perspectives on migration more accessible, they also risk
promoting a somewhat superficial understanding of current migrant issues.
Despite differences in authors and topics, many articles tend to arrive at a
similarly simplistic conclusion: that migrants are a blessing to the countries they
enter and that it is God’s will for non-migrants to treat them kindly. The
message that God loves the vulnerable, so they should not lose hope, and that
migrants should adapt well to their new societies is a sentiment that most people
can agree with, even without biblical references. Additionally, the Migration
Bible sometimes seems to sidestep challenging or uncomfortable biblical

passages that might not align neatly with the message of loving migrants.



